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Rationale 
At St Anthony’s School, we understand that we have a duty of care to ensure our students are 
provided with a healthy and safe environment.  All children have the right to develop their full 
potential in an environment which provides for their health and wellbeing. Effective hygiene 
practices and promotion of basic hygiene awareness assists children to become competent and 
independent and develop valuable life skills.  
 
St Anthony’s School ensures that developmentally and age-appropriate toilets, hand washing 
facilities and products are easily accessible to the children. Children will be encouraged to flush 
toilets and wash their hands after use. 
 
Ensuring toileting routines are conducted in ways that maintain hygiene standards, with 
interactions that are warm and responsive to student’s needs link to many quality areas. More 
directly under Quality area 1, Quality area 2 and Quality area 5 of the NQS in particular. 
 
Element 1.1.3: All aspects of the program, including routines, are organised in ways that 
maximise opportunities for each child’s learning. 
Standard 2.1: Each child’s health is promoted, and physical activity is supported and promoted. 
Element 5.1.1: Responsive and meaningful interactions build trusting relationships which engage 
and support each other to feel secure, confident and included. 
Element 5.1.2: The dignity and rights of every child are maintained. 
 
Procedures 
  
START OF YEAR: 
• Ensure parents are aware that if a child has a toileting accident, staff will maintain the dignity 

of the child and clean and change as best they can, with another staff member in proximity 
(ensuring our child safeguarding procedures are followed). 

• Ask parents to pack multiple changes of clothes in the school bag, in case accidents happen 
more than once a day. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TOILETING ACCIDENTS 
  
If a child soils/wets themselves at school: 
  
• Always maintain the dignity of the child. Re-assure the child that it is ok, and accidents happen 

sometimes. 
• If adult assistance is required, staff are only permitted to clean/wipe non-genital areas. Genital 

areas should NOT be wiped/cleaned by any staff. 
• Develop independence of student by encouraging child to assist in cleaning/changing as much 

as developmentally appropriate/possible. 
• Ensure staff hygiene (use disposable gloves etc.) 
• Ensure another staff member is in proximity/eye-line of staff member cleaning child. 
• Note down accidents wherever appropriate (DWP, SEQTA, records etc.) and inform parents at 

the end of the day. 
• If a toileting accident cannot be cleaned sufficiently by child and/or staff, the parent will be 

notified to clean/change at school or collect child. 
• Any wet or soiled clothing will be sent home in a plastic bag at the end of the day and parents 

will be informed.  
 
REGULAR TOILETING ISSUES  
  
After recording when children wet/soil themselves, if occurrence is quite regular: 
  
• Teacher to notify ECE coordinator or Junior Primary Assistant Principal to discuss/come up 

with a tentative plan. 
• Together, meet with parents. 
• Discuss toileting. What is occurring at home? 
• Are there any medical issues that need to be investigated? 
• Develop a Toileting Management Plan together with parents to move forward. 
• Monitor plans and keep leadership team informed. 
  
  
THREE-YEAR-OLD KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM 
  
Although it is preferable that children entering our Three-Year-Old Kindergarten are toilet trained, 
‘it is not developmentally appropriate to expect all children of this age to be toilet trained. Even 
those children who are toilet trained may have accidents. Measures will be in place for these 
children to be changed in a safe and respectful manner’ as outlined above.  
(CEWA Three-Year-Old Program Handbook).  
 
The teacher will record toileting accidents and changing of pullups/underwear on a Toileting 
document or on SEQTA. Staff will work alongside parents if they are toilet training their child. 



 


